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/Introduction N
Clowning at home with an elderly public is currently being tested in four How can we respect the confidentiality of
departments of the Occitanie region. These clowns work in pairs at the people who receive clowns, vs. exchange
indivuals’ homes, who were previously identified by local partners: the information necessary for each other's
social workers, home help services, local representatives, etc. practice?

The implementation of these interventions raises several ethical
questions. The confluence of different worlds - artistic, medico-
social, intimate - requires clarification of the needs, expectations,

How can we provide transparent
information to ensure informed
consent, vs. limit the obstacles posed

\values and obligations of each party. - by stereotypes about clowns?
What specific ethical issues Does art ha.ve to be
- /Method N\ are involved in gerontology, thelrapgutlc t‘; be
0 Non-systematic synthesis of the literature on ethics in 3 areas: the home, artistic intervention egitimate:
‘?L gerontology, home care and artistically mediated interventions. and research?

Research in English and French, using the following databases and
search engines: PsychINFO, Medline, PubMed, PubPsych and Google
Scholar, and analysis of references cited in the articles selected. /

2. Staying at home is seen as the ultimate expression

of a person's freedom of choice, a true ideal of life. But
ageing at home is not necessarily synonymous with quality
of life and can require a great deal of help and adaptations.

Home culture: desire to control one's own
space + maintain a positive self-image +
develop sociability (Djaoui, 2011)

—

Confusion between loss of Over-emphasis on
autonomy and dependency autonomy (Le Coz,

(Ennuyer, 2002) 2020)

Ethical conflicts
specific to the home
(autonomy vs.
welfare and safety)
(Loew et al., 2019)

A philosophy of care still
influenced by the Henderson-
Maslow theory, in which needs
are dictated by the caregivers.
What about desires? (Pellissier,
2006)

No specific ethics for Importance of considering

ageing, but ethical issues vulnerabilities and
interdependence (Pelluchon,

2008)

linked to the care
relationship. (Folscheid,
2013)

3. Ethics and artistic

Xy interventions ?
In France, art therapy covers a wide

Some home care services are transpositions from range of realities. Are we taII.<in.g
institutional practice. The standards, approaches about art therapy, artistic mediation,

and code of ethics of the various professionals are gccupational or leisure activities?
sometimes unsuited to home care. The deontology code for art

therapists in France and that of According to Colignon's (2017)

. . definitions, clown interventions
hospital clowns have in common , ,
e in the home can be described as
respect for the individual and the . L
: . 1 : . artistic mediation".
confidentiality of information

4. needs or habits?

In the context of home care,

The consent of beneficiaries is
the transmission of sometimes difficult to interpret because
information about a person TR : : : : :
it is intertwined with relationships with concerning him or her, and 2 /

cannot be the same as in an : : : :
institution. family and friends, or with plfo.fessmnals concern to clarify the position of To what extent is the practice of
who are the only regular visitors for the intervening artist. hospital clowns based on

some people. institutional standards? Can this
practice be transposed to the
home?

Let's cultivate doubt
and curiosity, so as
to be able to meet

Ethics code of various professionals, their rights and duties, and their
professional obligations, differ and sometimes even clash.

This research’s framework imposes constraints on the interventions. It

References \
. I I
has he' pEd tO Cla rlfy eve ryone S pOSItIOﬂS Howeve rl to What EXtent Colignon, M. (2017). De l'art-thérapie a la médiation artistique. Parlons-nous
. | d’'une méme pratique ? VST - Vie sociale et traitements, 136(4), 22-34.
haS th 1S fra mework tra nSformed' or even affeCtEdl the CIOW”S o Djaoui, E. (2011). Approches de la « culture du domicile »: Gérontologie et
. . société, 34 / n°136(1), 77-90.
pra Ctlce? If SOI hOW Can We aSSess Its effeCtS? MOreove rl beca use Of o Ennuyer, B. (2002). Les malentendus de la dépendance : De I'incapacité au
. - - . lien social. Dunod Paris.

the resed rCh prOtOCOII We are Cond UCtI ng I nte rviews Wlth the / Folscheid, D. (2013). A nouvelle vieillesse, éthique nouvelle ?: Gérontologie et

. . . . . société, 36 / n° 144(1), 19-30.
pa rtICI pa ntS 1 the StUdy' Th IS prOVIdeS an Opportu n Ity tO ta I k d bOUt Grand, A. (2019, novembre). La dépendance : Un enjeu sociétal.
what happens during the clowns' visits. To what extent does this not . o o) Lo aeg . reshecter foutonomie du patient

. e ° . . . Loew, F., Ummel, M., & Germanier, F. (2019). Conflits éthiques vécus par les
tranSform the artIStIC |ntervent|0ns |nt0 d therapeu“C Space? \ professionnels dans 'aide et les soins a domicile. Revue Médicale Suisse,
. . . . 15(637), 358-361.
Eth|ca| ISSUes therefore need tO be rEthought, ConSIderlng the home Pellissier, J. (2006). Réflexions sur les philosophies de soins. Gérontologie et
. . . . . société, 29 / 118(3), 37-54.

context, in order to intervene without causing harm, and without Pelluchon, C. (2008). Résister aux représentations négatives de la vieillesse :

. . . Un enjeu médical et philosophique. Ethique publique. Revue internationale
getting lost in the other person’'s needs or pressures. d'éthique sociétale et gouvernementale, 10(2).

Sens, D. (2017). Ethique du soin en art-thérapie 8 médiations plastiques.
whics, Medicine and Public Health, 3(2), 305-310. /




	Diapositive 1    Ethical issues of clowning with elderly people living at home  Judith Rousseau1, Christine-Vanessa Cuervo-Lombard1,  1 : Centre d'Etudes et de Recherches en Psychopathologie et Psychologie de la Santé - Université Toulouse - Jean Jaurès, 

